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is matters of Religion. 15 
we call the (out ward man) 
UI the chings which the civill Magiſtrate, 
n ſuch, doch command or forbid, he 
on commandeth or forbiddeth with im- 
as mediate reſpect to the outward man. 
I The Migeſtcate as a Magiſtrate looketh 
iminedliately ac the excernall acts of the 
body, and not at the internall act of 
the ſoule, ics his property as a civill 
Ruler to attend onely the duties and 
finnes which appeare in the walke of 
the out ward man. Thus Calvin, Beza, 
Chemnitizs, Gerard, and other Proces 
ltanc Diviacs generally. 
- Hereby al ſo other objections receive Dueſt, 
werz as firſt, Muſt Magiſtrates puniſh - 
any man for being of a corrupt judge- 
ment, or barely for an errour in his 
j t, or for having à corrupt 
heart, and ſundry luſts in ic? 
We ſay nc: becauſe whilſt he keepeth Anſw. 
his opinion co himſelſe, and whileſt his 
lafts are confiaed within his breaſt, he 


16 The Civill Magiſtrates power 
and view, and become ſcanda» 
ous and ſpreading, then they become 
breaches of rules by the outward man, 
yea, tend to infringe that outward god · 
ly peace, of which he is to be a preſer- 
ver, and ſo in both reſpects he is to 
deale with che ſame. 

Muſt a Magiſtrate command men to 
believe with all their heart, co repent 
and mortifie their fins and Juſts ? 

We ſay no: becauſe theſe apperta ine 
to the inward man and ſoule of man, 
to attend ſo farre as they. are inward, 
bur if we ſpeake of any outward pro- 
feſſion of theſe, ſo farre he may com- 
mand as to proſeſſe the faith by com- 
ming to heare the Word, and to repent 
by publick faſting and prayer. And if 
Princes have no power in ſuch exter- 
nall things, then have they no power 
inſtrumentally to remove the wrath of 
God from their Kingdomes by generall 
bumiliations. 

now of the manner and means 
of che exerciſe ofthis power, included 
in that phraſe ¶ civil] we ſay not eecie · 
ſtaſticuly, =_ pur forth bie 
power in a Church way, & by Church- 
weapons or cenſures, but ciyilly 2 | 

| & CIV 


a civill way or by civill cenſures or 
puniſhments. 

Whence alſo other objections are 
anſwered, as that the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnall but ſplricuall z 
and that Paul (hewerh a way of redreſ- 
fing all offences, 1 Cor. 5. 5. 2 Tim. 2. 
25. and Faith comes by hearing, and 
not by whipping: when theſe places 
rather intend and thew a Church way 
ol healing Church offences: and doe 
no more exclude a Politicall way of 
healing offences in a Chriſtian Com- 
mon -· wealth, than an Economicall way 
of redreſſing diforders in the Family 
ſo the other place ſheweth a ſpiricuall 
means of drawing men to the Faith; 
ſo that neither are pertinent to the caſe 
of che Civill power, acting civilly; 
nor doth this Aſſertion, That the Ma- 

ate is to be à terrour to all evil works, 
(applying che ſame to evill works for- 
en in the firſt Table) any more 


| exclude the ute of Church-diſcipline - 


'] therein : then ir doth in matter of the 

4 ſecond Table, if applyed thereunto; 

for the Obnrch may procteũ in her way 

7 to cenfare Krekfaficaly one and the 

I fame ching, — be ans 
” 4 
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T he Civill Magiſtrates power 


firſt or ſecond Table, which the Magi- 
ſtrate doth puniſh civilly. 

The laſt thing to be cxplained 3 
the ſtate of the Queſtion is, touching 
the coercive power of the Magiſtrate , 
namely, Godly peace. Now by Godly 

peace (to which che Magiſtrate imme- 
Aae looketh) we mean a peaceable 
living, as in all boneſly, ſo in godlines, 
as the Apoſtle hath ir, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. 
So far as any matters of Religion, co- 
wing under the Magiſtrates cognizance 
28 a publick Officer in the Common- 


wealth, doe either further or hinder 


ſuch a peace of a Chriftian Common · 


wealth, ſo far is he to put forth his co- 


ercive power accordingly. 

Hereby alſo, with reterence to things 
before explaincd, other Objections may 
receive auſwer, as 

3 Will you have Magiſtrates put 
forth their coercive power to the full, 
in Lawes, with Sanctions of puniſh- 
ments; as that men ſhall 
Families, ſo long, — ſo 
fer ? That a Miniſter in preaching, i 
he exceed a juſt houre, he muſt ſuffer, 
and the like? we ſay, i either the _ 


ters be mecrly circumftantial), 


in matters of Religion. 

they be matters of leſſe moment, and 
ſuch as doe not of themſelves any way 
infringe publick peace, or that they 
are not pertinatiouſly & tumulcuouſly 
maintained to the difturbance of pub · 
lick peace, in all ſuch like caſer, where- 
in the Civill Magiftrate's end is not in- 
trenched upon, he may not cxerciſe the 
coercive power of his Authority, with 
lanction, or execution of puniſhments. 
2 Will not this Theſis arme and ſtir 

up the Civill power in Old England, a- 
pai:ft godly Orthodux ones of the 
Congregationall way: or exaſperate 
Civill power in New England, againſt 
godly, moderate, and Orthodox Preſ- 
. bycerians, if any ſuch ſhould defire 
their liberty here? we conceive no, ex- 
cept. the civill diſturbance of the more 
rigidly, unpeaceably, and corruptly 
minded, be very great; yet bet wixt 
men godly and moderately minded on 
both fider, the difference upon true and 
due ſearch is found fo ſmall, by judi- 
cious, Orthodox, godly,and moderate 
Div ines, as chat they may both ftand to- 
gether in peace and love; if liberty 
ſhould be defired by eicher ſort here or 
there ſo exerciſing their liberty, as the 
R3 pub- 


20 The civil Magiſtrates power 
ck. peace be not infringed : The 
te of the Queſtion ia the caplication 
thereoh, will rather quench then kin 
dle any ſuch coales again either: If 
indeed perſons profeffing citheo the 
Congregationall or Preabyteriall way, 
will ſhelcer or cloſe, either with other 
Blaſphemous, Hereticall, or Schifmati- 
call Tenentas, which tend to break the 
peace of the Congregationall way there 
where a Preabytcriall way is authori- 
ed to be the generall way of the Chur · 
ches, or the Presbyteriall way here, 
where the Congregationall way is au- 
thorizcd to be the generall way of the 
Churches, there they may be ftrained 
by the power of the Civil Magiftrate,as 
diſturbers and breakers of godly peace, 
the conſervation whereot is the Civil 
Magiſtrates end and work, unto which 
he is to attend. 

Having thus cleared the ftate of the 
Qucſtion, we ſhall now come to ſome 
Arguments from Scripture, which con · 
firme the Affirmative part of the que · 
flion ſo ſtated; and the Arguments are 
taken ſome from the old, ſome from the 
New Teſtament, Of the former fort 
chere are three, | 
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in watters' of Religion. 
1 In that ig is evident that Rulers of 


2T 
From the 


and chofeRyulers in the Common; Old Teſta 


— of Iſrgel, they are commended 


in Scripture for the exerciſe of ſuch 
power in the matters of the ficſt Table; 
and therefore it is according to the 
mind of God that now civil Rulers do 
the like. Abrabam, who was not an or- 
dinary maſter of a family, bur a Prince 
among them, Gen. 23. 6. He is com- 
mended for laying the forceof his com- 
mand upon thoſe under his power, in 
matters of Religion, Gen. 18 19. And 
it he had been conſidered as a Maſter, 
yet leſs would not be granted thæt way 
to 3 Ruler of a Common-wealth, than 
of a Family, but rather more. Fob as 
« civil Ruler, az a King in an Army of 
ſans under his command, did not 
cave each of them to choſe out their 
own way of Religion or juſtice, but he 
choſe it, he determinatively ſet it 
down for them. I ſate as King in an Ar- 
my, I choſe out their — fob 29-25, 
The. King of Ninivey, with his Princes, 
did not barely 'cammend that duty of 
faſting and prayer, to his people, as ve - 
ry convenient to be attended, yet lea · 
ving them to their liberty co omix the 
R 4 ſame: 


Argum:u 


The Civill Magiſtrates yower 
ſame : but he pofuively commands the 
ſame, that the wrath of God might be 


d prevented, Jonab 3.7, The word is u- 


ſed for a coercive command or decree, 
Ezra 4. 21. & 6. 11. Dan. 3. 10, 11. & 
29. & 6.7, 8, 9. & 13. and the act of 
the civil Authority ot Ninivey, having 
ſo much influence into the ptoplis ac, 
Fonab 3. 5,6, & 7. verſes compared, is 
implicitely commended by Chriſt, in 
his commendation of the repentance of 
the men of Ninevey ; and ſo of the King 
and Princes of Ninevey, whoſe hearts 
were ſo thorowly touched, as to im- 
prove their authority to further that 
civil work of Nin: vy's repentance. The 
examplczof Moſes. Joſhua, David, Solomon, 
ny 2 ſapbat, He æckiab, Jofiab, Nebe - 


nary eye, which looks into the Scrip- 
ture. 

They of old were Types, therefore 
their examples are not now of force 
for our imitation. | 

We ſuppoſe the Obje&ion intends 
not by Type, and exemplar for iminati- 
on, as Type in a generall ſenſe is uſed, 
1 Cor. 10. 6. compared with 11. for 
this were to overthrow the ſcope of 

| the 


„Kc. are obvious to every ordi- 
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m matters of Religion. | 
the ObjeRors, but rather it meaneth a 
Dye ſtrictly taken, namely that they 
in — 2 their power, did but 
ſhaddow out Chrifts Kingly power 
bur of this the - 
barren aſſertion, without proof, and 
that will not carry it. But we ſhall 
anſu er it more particularly. 

1 Then ſuch may as well ſay, thoſe 
Rulcrs did ſhaddow out Chriſt in the 
exerciſe of their power in matters of 
the ſecond Table, and therefore are not 
therein imitable, which none will af- 
firme. Solomon typed out Chrift in ſub- 
duĩog of enemies, relieving the opreſ- 
ſed, procuring the peace of the ſtate, 
Pſal. 72. Mutt not Princes therefore 
doe the like? 

2 Thoſe that make that Objection, 
they uſe to put it thus, The Kings of 
Iſrael were ſuch Types; but ſuch an 
one was not Abraham, nor Job. nor Ne- 
bemiab, who by a Coercive Law injoin- 
+ ed the ſanctiſy ing of the Sabbath, Neb. 
13. -nor the King of Ninevey, nor was 
that wicked King of Iſrael, Ahab, a type 
of Chrift, which ſhould have put that 
blaſpheming Benbadad to death whence 
chat ſharpe reproof of him for not do- 

ing 


\ 
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The Civill Magiſtrates pager 
ing it, 1 Kings 20. To ſay nothing of, 
Darius & N a — this 
way, which are recorded in way of 


commendation thereof, Ezra 6. and. 


Dan. 3. 29. 

3 Salomon himſelfe( who if any were 
types of Chriſt therein, he was) ſet- 
teth it downe by direction of the Spirit 
as a morall duty of each King indefi- 
nitely, that ( howſocver de faclo, ma- 
ny doe otherwiſe, yet de jure) be ſcat- 
tereth away all evill with bi eye, Prov. 
20. 8. meaning all publick evil which 
cometh within his ken; as a King or 
publick perſon, whether the evill be a- 
gainſt the firſt or ſecond Table; unleſſe 
any make exception, and ſay, that el - 
ther there are no fins ageinfi the firſt 
Table coming under the Magiftrates 
view, or though they doe, yet they are 
not evil. 

It was a ſtated doctrine in the 
time of Fob ( who by the moſt judici+ 
ous is thought to live before Moſes) 
and it is atteſted and approved hy the 
Holy Gboſt, that fins againſſ the firſ Ta- 
ble, as Idolatry, was e to be pu · 
niſhed by the Judges, Fob 31.26, 27,28. 
as well az fins agalnſi the ſecond Table, 

a! 
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in watters of Religion. 24 
as Advltery, Ibid. ver ſ. g. and 11. 
Thoſe Rulers of 10 did chu a Objeck. 
I Mcmbere of the Nationall Church of 
the Fewes,the ſame perſons being Mem- 
bers of Church and Common -wealth; 
but it is not alwayes ſo now. 
1 Then at Jeaft where Magiſtrates. In ſw. 
ne Members of Churches, they may in 
theſe dayes exerciſe ſuch power, 
2 Though they were Members both 
of Church and State, yet they were to 
t forth their Coercive power civil - 
bs not as Members of the Church, but 
of the State, elſe ic had been to con- 
found Church and State, yea, to make 
God ( which directed to it) to be the 
author of that confufion, 
3 They were to puniſh ſuch to whom 
they, ſtood in no Church relation at 
all, ; fo meerly Civil, for fins againſt 
the firf Table. Hence Aba wat blamed 
for not puniſhing Benbadad blaſphe- 
ming God, as if a God of the Hils, but 
not of the valleys : Hence Nebemiab's 
reſolution to T2 even any of thoſe 
— whi _ prophane the 


1175 Job, and thoſe Judges mentioned 
time, as bound to puniſh Jdola- 
y. 


26 


The Civill Magiſtrates power 
try, were no Members of the Jewiſh 
Church. 


If you make the example of the Prin- 
ces of Tfrael, acting Coercively in mat · 
ters of Religion for Magiſtrates imi- 
tation, why doe not you make the Le · 
vites a pattern alſy to Miniſters now, to 
ast as they did civilly, in civil cen- 
ſures ? 

1 It's not clear that the Levites d d 
act any further than by counſel, or at 
moſt by ſome general! conſent to that 
which che Princes vere formally te 
AQ. 1 
2 If the Levites did act in matters of 
the State by a peculiar liberty, it doth 
not follow, that this can invalidate the 
Rulers power, then acting in matters}. 
of Religion; as if by a peculiar liber - 
ty alſo, unleſſe the Objection could be 
bottomed on the proportion betwixt 
the Levitzs then, and the Rulers then: 
Thus, that as the Levites wbich by ſpe- 
ciall liberty (proper to thoſe times, 
and ſo not imitablenow ) did inter- 
meddle in matters peculiar to Magi- 
ſtrates, ſo the Magiſtrates then did in- 
rermeddle in matters peculiar to the 
Prieſts, by a liberty proper to tholef 

time 


in matters of Religion. 
times; and ibis would be croſſe to ex- 
preſſe Text, 2 Chron. 26.16. where Vz- 
Lia meding with Pruftiy matters of 
otter ing Incenle, is made à trauſgreſſi- 
en zgainſt the Lo. d, for which be 48 
after ward ruined, 

3 We make the Leviter intermedling 
juduially in Civil matters, therefore 
not imitable, becaule what they are 
ſuppoſed to doe that way, was by a 
liberty peculiar to that time; but we 
make the example of che civil Rulers 
actiag their Cocccive power in matters 
of Religion, imita ble, becauſe not pe- 
culiar to the Jewiſh Church, as appears, 
in that what power they that way en- 
erciſed, the ſame in ſubſtance did Fob, 
and other Judges in bis time, by Divine 
direction and approbation, put ſorth; 
yea the judiciall act of Nebuchadaexxar 
in puniſhing Abab and Zedetziab with 
death, nos for their Adultery onely (a 
fin againſt the ſecond Table) bat ſor 
their falſe doctrine ( a matter of Reli - 
gion) was of Gods appointment, Fer. 


gl 29. 21. with 23. and hence by Gods 


4 appointment was this execution of 
Gods vengeance on them, made a pro- 


verbial Curſe, verſe. 22, 
W A ſe- 


28 The Crvill Magiſtrater power 
Argum:2 A ſecond Argument is, in that i 
recorded as a moſt deſperate and ac 
curſed «Race of old, that they had r 
King or chief Ruler in Iſrael, to reſtrain 
as Adultery, and Murther ( fins again 
the ſecond Table, Judges 19. 1. wirk 
chap. 20. ) ſo Idolatry (a fin again 
the firſt Table, chap. 17. 1. & 18. 1 
compared) but every man had his | 
berty, to doe what was right in hi 
owne eyes. 
| third Argument is, in that ic 
recorded as a matter of ſpeclall guic 
ance and direction of God, and a 
knowledged by Ezra, inſpired by the 
Spirit, as a ſpecial mercy of God to 
le; that Artaxerxes an Heath 
had an beart to put forth his co 
ercive power injoyning things cox 
manded of God, and forbidding, wich 
ſanction of ſutable puniſhments, the 
evils, whether againſt the Lawes of the 
King, or againft the Lawes of God, 
whether concerning Religion,or righ+F. 
teouſneſſe: whence we argue, thas this 
uſe of the civil power was of God t 
old, and cherefore the ſame is ## well 
of God now, Artaxerxes was indeed an 
inſtrument in the hand of Chtiſt, but 
not 


Argum:3 


MY TPS SS HSE PEDCETE 


en Watters of Religion. 


zot therefore a Type of Chcift : Nor 
I was this oſ the gatuce of a meer Jew- 
Ic judiciall Law, becauſe injoining 

- ponichments, moral offences being pu- 
piſbable ; and yet not therefore of a 

J meer judicial nature, or meer) y agaiaſt 

8 judicial Law z befides this act of Ar- 
taxerxes, reſpeted civil matzers, and 
matters of the ſecond Table (which 
{bone will challenge as not imicable } 
as well as matters of Religion, And 
that which ſome object, that he did this 


1Jfor fear of wrath, rather confirmech 


the moralicy of che uſe of ſuch power, 


then otherwiſe, For what ground of 


fear in not putting forth ſuch coercive 

ower, if the omiſſion of it were not 

full > Yes, if the uſe of ſuch a coer- 

power in matters of Religion, 

re not — or Gods mind (as 

ar oppolices ſay ) he might rather 

more — — feared Gods 

rrath for ſach an high offencyar uſur- 

on of a power which the Lord diſ- 
liked, and forbade. | 

Thus much of che firft head of Arga- 

nes from the Old Teſtament ; thoſe 

2m the New follow, and they ace 


aire, my 
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Ob je. 


Anſw. 


From che The firſt is taken from Rom. 13. 
— Te. God will have every foul in and oft 


Argan: 1 


The Civill Magiſtrates power © 


— 4 


Churches, and chat of Rome, as well a 
others, to be ſubject to civill Mig 
firates, as being powers ordained of God, 
v. 1. an Ordinance of God, v. 2.4 terre 
not to good works, but to evil, v. 3 
the miniſtry of God for their good, v 
and that for conſcience ſake, v. 5. The 
M. giſtrates arc to put forth coerci 
power in ſuch matters of Religion, re- 
ſpecting the out ward man. ut the for 
mer is true, ergo, the latter. | 
All chis may be true, and yer verifi: 
onely in matcers of the ſecond Tat 
and is extended to matters of the ſirſi 
yet onely to ſuch things as are agair 
the Law of Nations, or the light « 
Nature, and ſo no proof of that fe 
which ic is urged. He is a terrour t 
evil works, but it is not ſaid he is { 
to all evil works. 
1 If all this be reſtrained according 
to the intent of the Objection, then 
none to have praiſe, approbation, in 
t from Civil Authority, 
reaſon of matters of Faith, or of Rel 
gion, but for matters of rightcouſnef 
onely : or if for any matters of Reli 
gion 


. VS es as r 


N h Religion. 
. IF gion; yes onelſy far ſuch av-ftand. with 
chef} che light of nature, nd Law of Nati- 
bons gas rhe third Ver ſe muſt be Ex- 
pound d. For if c be ſuppoſed, chat it 
an act of ſuſoe Cwhereof the Ma- 
row gittc te is Minitger-) to dliſtribute re- 
l @aits in any mers ot Rebigion, that 
7, of appares in the walk ot chrguewdrd 
hell man, and reſpect gadly peace in w 
cive of cncouragement, it muſt needs ho an 
re} aft of H e juſtice, to diftciburepuniſt- 
ſor· ments to A The Magiftrace 
I being, according to the Apoſtles diftri- 
fd] bation; 2 Miniſter of God, as. well 
ble} when he encouragech good, as when 
ürſi be vepreſſeth and pun iſheth evil. 
int 2 The Odjection would make one - 
« off y offences againſt the rules of the ſe- 
foi cond Table, or at moſt, thoſe that are 
* co} inſt che Lat of nature and Nations 
s {of (nch come under the view of the 
Migik, ite; as 2 publick Midiſtcr of 
if God Jes be will works, and not other 
fins of like publick cognizance & con · 
cernmenc, reſpecting other mattes of 
Religion, For if both ſorts of offen- 
oa arc evil, he being u. t errour to evil 
works indefinitely; which come to his 
publick W he is a terrouſi e 


officio, 
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The Civill Hogiſtnates power 
officio, to both 5 and it is vaine to ſay, 
He ſaith evil , nat al evil works; 
for — —— — — 

Work, dut not, o 

— — if that indefinite 

( good works ) be not equivalent to that 

general ¶ al good works ) he may then 

it ſeerns be a terrour to ſome good works 
which come under his publick cogni-- 
Zance. 

3 We are yet to ſpeak of that limi- 

tation, here the New Teftament al- 

loweth the civil Magiſtrate power, as 

in-mateers of righteouſneſſe, ſo in mat- 
ters of Religion ; ſo far namely as the 
lighe of nature, and Law of Nations 
extendeth in matters of the outward 
man, which come to his publick view: 
but reftrainech him from medling fur- 
ther in any matters of Religion, of 
like publick cognizance and concern- 
ment. That Scripture ground of this 
diſtinction and reſtriction, would be 


I, when Paul wrote this Epiftle to 
the their —— | 


and 


Ou ft Cr a Wm, LS A mw. .- 


erg egen a s 


1 man Gods; and to make 


Ile in and over their fabjed 


"in matters of Religion. 
Religion, as undermining their Paga- 
pt vr downe the fame as wor- 
- &- , and teaching them to 
ﬀ — Heathen Gods as no Gods? 
They did not Took at Jeſus Chriſt av 
their Supream Lord, but as a new up- 
fare God in comparifon of their Ro- 
Laws 
asgainft falfe docttine or R had 
been ro make Layes ? ſelves 
as well ue Ythers, and to make Lawes 
againſt the preſenc light of their one 


conſclences. 
This no way weakneth, but rege 
nech what we have aſd: For f even 


thoſe Pagan Rulers in Pauls cime, were 
(by their Offi.e Minifters of God) then 
* to Improve chelr Authority for 

* eftabli of his 
hong an mee 5 thoſe of the firiſ, au well 
u ſecoad Table, and then bound by 
their Office (as Miniſters of God — 
rule for him, and the 8 


O0bjed. 


T he Civill Magiſtrates power 


bad made Lawes againſt theſe, they had | | 


made Lawes againft themſelves, and 
the light of their owne conſciences, as 
thinking in theic ſeduced, blinded con- 
ſciences, that theſe were Jawfull ; yet 
all will ſay, they were all Miniſters of 
God, and bound to know and doe o- 
therwiſe, Nero is branded for a beaſtiy 
perſon, a Lyon, in thar he abuſcd that 
Authority of hla, which of right ſhould 
have beene improved for encpurage- 
ment of Paul in his Miniftry and do- 
Arine, to be a means to endeavoure to 


. deftcoy and devoure him, 2 Tim, 4+ 17. 


2A ſecond Argument is taken from 
1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. We are to pray that we 
may have ſuch Magiſtrates at may af 
Authoricatively in matters of Heligi 
on and piety, as well as of r ighteouſ- 
nefſe and honeſty; therefore it is the 
mind of God, that civil MygiMrotey 
ſhould put forth their power inthe one 
as well as in the other. 74 

Yea but ſome have ſaid, If you now 


allow civil Rulers power in matcers}- 


of Religion, they will perſecute us. 
The Apoftle doth not anſwer pray 


therefore in theſe perſecuting times of 


Romiſh Empergyrs, that they may nc 
| meddle 


bas „ 


*5 > b 1 
r oc di LCD SI HE 44 int a 


an matter: of Religion. 
-meddle at all coercively in mattert of 
Religion as being to uſurpe power not 
belonging to them; but rather pray 
that they may uſe this power which 
they have right, or as we may peace- 
ably exerciſe acts of Religion, 21 well 
as honeſty; nor doth he ſay, pray that 
they may deale in matters of Religion 
negatively, that is, ſo as authoritacive- 
ly to hinder any from difturbing any 
Chriſtian in chat which he taketh up 
for rruth or piety ; or in any opinion 
which he may hold, and yet be a godly 
man; no more then he ſaith, pray that 
they may deale ſo in matters of hone- 


35 


ſty, as to hinder any from diſturbance 


in any ſappoſed courſe of honeſty, yea 
in any acts of diſhoneſty, which may 
be incident to one, that yet in the main 
is godly, for that were to pray to be 
let alont in all ungodlineſſe or diſho» 


"nefly; Nor doth he ſay, pray that e- 


very one may live according to his 
Conſcietice, or hold out any opinion, 


Tenent; ot practice, ſuiting with his 
"conſcience; ſo ir race not the ſounda- 
tion of godlineſſe; but pray for them, 


t'we may live in all godlines peace» 


ly, or thas we wy wich quiernefſe 


3 and 


The Civil Magiſtrates. power 
Rand with line ie Re por wich 
an 5 FER | 
godlinefſe in the highefi degree of is, | | 
or any part of it, in all godlineſſe. | 
A third 2 taken from Iſa. | 
49. 23. which though a Scripture of } 
the Old, yer ripening the dayes of the 
New Teſtament, and the ſubſtance of } 
the Argument flands thut. It is che 
mind of God that civil Rulers in the 
dayes of the New Teſtament ſhould Au- 
thoritatively act in ſpirituall things, | | 
which are to the Church as milke; , 
therefore it's his mind that in theſe | 
dayes they ſhould act Authoritatively | | 
in matters of Religion, we ſay to 4d 
[ 
0 
{ 
{ 
0 


_ 


Autboritatively, becauſe to act & Fathers 
and Mothers, and therefore not to at 
meerly alluringly (s ſome fay ) or 
in a generall way of countenance, 

evercively : Fathers aft fatherly in com- 
manding, in forbidding,and in puniſh- 
ing, as well az in kiſſing, and giving} ; 
good words; in taking the rod, a g 
ving an Apple; nor doth he ſay, they] 
ſhould be Nu ſes. as if they were to tale 1 
upon them to at ly in Preach- g 
Ing or in adminiſtration, whezher off | 
Church ſales, or of Church cenſurey,]'; 


- 


—_ 


— ——— 


in mation; of Religion. 
The nazre ofthe en eee r. 


milk either Church-Officers, or any o- 
thers yield forth to the Church, to ſec 
that ie be and acco y to re- 
ward and encourage it, to look that it 


be not bad, but coercively to reſtrain it, 


at leaſt from being milked forth to the 
Churches hurt: it if kept wichin 
the breaſt that bred it, it is out of their 
cognizance z nor is this ſpoken of Hea · 
then Rulers, as not Chriſtians, 


but of ſuch which though as civil Ru- 


lers they command in matters of Reli- 
gion, or righteouſneſſe, yea as Members 
of the Church they obey the Church, 
ſtooping to its doQrine and diſcipline 
— the duſt of the Church: 


ere Aumenc rte 
13. 2, 3, 44 556. it bs 

1 
Members of the pureſt Chutchrb to be 
——— 


wer of che civil Ma- 


|  giſtrace in matters of doftrine. (a mat- 


| be of Religion . 


=—_ - mind 


T7. 


Te il Magiſtvates per 


mud o/ God thatun theſe dayes ſich / 


æbereibe power in matrert of Gas, 
-fhooldbr'exeralfe#;} nor may any hert 
reſtrain” theſe words/'to Chorchacen- 
ares; ic bring not che uſe (f the Holy 
Ghoſt. to expreſſe Church-cenſures 
greater and le ſſerʒ byroking away the 
liſe, u ounds, and WOiks in che handr, 
but i rather proveth aht power of ei- 
vi. Authority to inflict death in ſome 
ca ſes · of falſe doctrine, and ſome other 
reproachtull corporal puniſhments, in 
ſome cafes of errore'which are Hot of 
moment as che other, | -- 

Thus much (or the Arg uments pro- 
ving the Poſition i weſhall briefly how 
takeoff two or three porierall Ob. i- 

on and then come to a cloſt of this 
Queſt. 


At wean: of our watfere are not car- 


noll, but ſpirituell ; Therefore no futch I} 


uſe how to the people of God 6f fuch 
carni}bwhcapons2z-rhe. pefiall «Lawey 
optenſades of Civil Magiftrates | in mas 
«rwoffaligion,:” 7 

is che ufhappinefſe of the welt of 


the Arguments in dhe tare Pamphlets | 
and Pleanfor Libectyjuſrd again this | 


Oper cive power ro che Magiſtrate” in 
21 im Þ 2 ſome 


1 © 


reer 


D,, 


LY 
— 


u phat netd ix there of fiich co- 
At ſee power therein of the Civil Ma- 
race, +119 80 


ii mutiert of Religion. 
me caſes which we ple ad ſor, that if 
they de forcible, they conclude unlyer- 
es even agdtinſt that coercive power 
{hich our oppoſites allow to him in 
matters of the ſecond Table, and fo 
ry alſo of the ft ſt, as in things again 
e light of nature, and Law of Nati- 
ons: And ofthis we have a taſſ in this 
Argument; for beſides the miftake of 
applying this, a. if meant of other per- 
ions, then « FChurch Officers ( con- 
trary to the” very ſcope of the Text) 
The Acgunzznt concludeth againſt the 
uſe of Civil Mygiſtrates power by Ci- 
WilRoulers in matters of the ſecond Ta- 
fe. as wellfan of the firft, becauſe ſpi- 
nmel weapons are 2s weighty to pull 
"down ſtreng holds egainſt the ſecond 
Table, as well 8s apain} the firſt: Of 
Ake nature js that O5j'Hioh, Chriſts 


 Kingtome is not of this world, this (If of 


any force) excluding wholly, rakes 
1 the Magiſtrates power iu "bord 


1 


Tables. | - 
ne Church hath ſufficient power Object. a. 
Eo rtfch her ends, in curbing or chiting 


in any matters of Rel Non; 


p- 


| 


| 
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Anſw. 1. 


the Civil power = mag not med 
A Mk them and ea 


The, Fil ill Magiſtrates power 
were granted, that «l 
fore . « Church,flood nc 
in need thereof: yet the Church, cc 
fidered az a Civil Rood in nel 
thereof, and fo far che flate of the ques 
ſion were yielded. 0 what if che 
Ghurch had no need, yet in reſpe& c 
other ſubjects enjoying the light of the 
Goſpel, though not aRtually of the 
Church, as perſons not yet — to 
any Church, or ſuch as are actually 
call out of the Church, that power 
might be moſt needfull zelſe they op 
vent things as well ſt the light of 
nature, as Law of Nations, or deny 
things obſtinately, which are funda- 
mental], albeit not again the light of 
nature, or Law of Nations ;as for ex- 
empli, that Jeſu Chriſt is the Redeem- 
er and onely Mediatour; that the $ 
tures are the word of God, &. ſho 
yet not be reſtrained : yea, that were to 
Cale ſome under the ſhining of the 
left of the Lord in a lawleſſe &. 
n ( in reſpe of any Authori- 
ty ta reſtrain tbem) in matcers of Rey 


erer R—_ ** 


= 
eo th. as. - i A Fo 1 


of the | 


nat , as. not 
Church, ring eh | The 


is matters of Religion, 
x61. 2 The Church hath ſufficient power 
aof 20 reach her ende, in curbing and cu» 
aon, ring offences of the ſecond Table; yet 
need none will thence conclude, that there- 
2e-f fore no need to the Church therein, of 
the ide Coercive power of the Magiſtrate. 
aff. 3 The Church aimeth at reficains 
from inſection of others, as well as a- 
the mending the parties themſelves 3 now 
| to ſuppofing the Church cafting ous a 
perſon for obſtinate holding of Here- 
ticall Tenents, yet the Church cannot 
now reſtraine him any further in any 
Ecclefiaftical way, but that he may now 
| * more miſchiefe in ſp bis 
Tenent then ever, unleſſe the Mag 
allo exerciſe his Coercive power. 

4 The Church may in caſe by cla- 
morous noiſe, made in the Aﬀembly, 
or etherwiſe by ſaction, be bindred 
from the exerciſe of ics power to cen- 

„ and ſo although it have power 
ough to aR, yet it will need the Ma- 
giltrates help to exerciſe that power, 
unleſſe we durft plead as ſome (it ſeems 
dos) that in this caſe the Elders may 
a& by corporgll forceto redreſſe it, as 
- Phineas.the Prieſt did, in killing Zimri, 
und Coxbi, difturbing the Congregatl- 
on, 


niit 


ar 


Objed. 


An ſw. 


be taken in the ſcope and ſubſt rte, and 
not according to the "cirtUluiffances 


of 


The Civil Magiſtrate? power 
on then humbling chemfel+es' t 
God; but we ſay, that was extraotd 
nary, as was the act of Sammel in cus 
ting Agag in pieces; of Elijab in put 
ting Baals Prieſts to death; and Pet 
act againſt the life of Auanias and S6& 
pbira ; nor would we plead the Pricfly 
example, 2 Chron. 26. in throſting out 
Uzziqh out of the Temple, or ſuch like 
Arguments ; ſuppoſing that the Priefty 
of old, and the Levites might, by a dif. 
penſation peculiar to thoſe thues, be 
allowed more liberty of acting in mat- 
ters of a Civil netare both in the great 
'Synedripy, and other where, then any 
of us A ſay is imirable by, or allow - 
able to Churches, or Charch Officers 
now. 
Thirdly and laſtly, the tares are com- 
manded to be let alone, Mat. 13. 29, 30. 
Therefore what Authority hath the 
Magiſtrate to reſtraine or puniſh- men 
now under the Goſpel, but rather to 
deave Chriſtians co the liberty of their 
owne Conſciteftices? ? 
This is a Parable, and therefore to 


if 


ese ners. ES. 


5 
* - 


| 6922 there- 


in matters of Religion. 
thereof, an Peter Martyr noteth in this 
caſe. Now the ſcope of part of the 


bFarable, is not to be « direction unto 


us, what we ſhall doe in poiut of exi- 
ciſe of any power with us, but con- 
teins ſimply a dofrine ot providence, 
what God will order to be the condi- 
tion of his viſible Church in this 
world, and therefore to ſhew , thas 
Chriſt intended not any rule of pte- 

ofour duty in this ſentence of the 
Prable ver . 29, 30. ( Nay let both 
grow together) he doth not in bis 
afcer expoſition of the ſeverall branch» 
en of the Parable, inſiſt at all on the 
branch mentioned, to give any ex- 


plication thereof; and if it were any 
direction, it muſt eicher look to Ci- 


vil or Church power; if co Civil pow - 
er, then ſince the tares are expreſly in- 
terpreted to be the Children of the De- 
yil, and ſuch as offend, and doe iniqni- 
ty, and are as reprobates to be burn- 
ed, or damned, verſ. 38. Then the 
worſt wretches that live, Marderers, 

erers, Traycours; &c. mult be all 
ler alone in their fins, and onely lefs 


to Chriſts Judgement at the laft day, 


And 


4 The Ciuill Magiſtrates power 


And our oppofites have leaft reaſon tu 
firetch this Parable, as reſſ ani. 
reſtraint of the uſe of the Civil power, IC 
when the very ſcope of it, is not to tell 
us touching the ſlate of the Civil King: 
dome in this world, but rather of the 
face of the Kingdome of God, or th 
Ecclefiafticall part of the world ( th 
viſible Church) and if it look at any; 
reſteaint of the uſe of power, it ſtriketiſi 
rather at the uſe of Church power ji 
but if it look at Church power, then! 
the Churches are not to cenſute Here 
ticke, no, not though obſtinate, contra · 

ry to Titw 3. No inceftaous, adulte. 
rous, covetous Church- members; con- 
trary to 1 Cor. 5, And that the Parable: b 


1 


never intended any abridgement of ei- 
ther powers in the juſt exerciſe thereof, 
is evident in that it ſpeaketh _ J 
1 Of ſuch an extirpation of Offen- 

d ours as is onely poſſible to Angels ar- 
med with Chrifts power; and 1 
0 Ofan u 9 

every reprobate, from 01 

company of the Elect; neither of 0. 


eee 


hinders, but that | 
To ſuch particular offendoun as 
may be rooted up by Civil and Church PF 
"Wh +4 power, 


in matter⸗ of — _ 

n tal 7 without danger and | 

an d' ones; un are obſtinare 

yer, 1 and thay may ar ſues, ſo 

agll Such particular . 

2 their continuance amongſt Gods 
Pople, doe over-run, and over - top 


* the n, in ſuch ſort as chey are hurt and 
agered by them, and they cant. ot 
DW and thrive ſpicicually by reaſon 
ar may & oughe to be root 
out by both powers ; for be 
y force in the Parable in t 
I co (hew, that the tares are to 4 


ace, not to the hurt, 
of the wheat ; fo that 
to the co 21. * 

and deſtruction of 
ore to be removed, 8 — 
ali and pernicious to the wheat 3; fo 
5 our oppofices would gain nothing 
"Ito cheir cauſe, by preſſing this Parable, 
Ju directory that way to us ;3 but wee 
rather (upon the reaſons before go- 
+ [uk ) conceive to be ſet down not as 
, an, or any Command of Chrift 
4 ning us thus or thus to doe ; but 
10 2 r doftrinall inficuftion, that God 
yand will in his . _ 
or 


4 
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The Civill Magiſtrates — 
for a time, mixtures of good and t 
together , elect and reprobate, In l 


viſible Church; nor ate we to tret; & 


be diſcontenied at his providence i 
ic, or to think ch it by any cure wee 
can rake, ic will be ocherwiſe, wil 
and where ever we are in this world 
like to that ſpecch ot Paul, x Cor. 53 10 
Now in the cloſe of all, let it be conii 
dered whoſe doccime doth moſt in- 
fringe true liberty of conſcience; ths 
which would have every Chriſtian leſt 
to the liberty of his one conſcienci 
in matters of Religion, which at leaf 
are not sgainft the ght of nature, LA 
of Nations , or thoſe thab-maincai 
the fore-named potetr of the Magi# 
ſtrate; for ſuppoſerhe Magiſtrace bes 
Chriſtian, he muſt be ſeft to the liberey 
of his Conſcitnce c, a well as 
thers : Now if left to tie Leidlan warp? 
ing rule, what if he in his own Con 
ſelence, through cempration and ers 


a oa ca . cog co@gcs wo oia oc come 


X — 
ms YH 


rour, be in moſt things a Papiſt, which 


may lland wick the Law of Nature and 


Nations, or ſappoſe he in Conſcience] » 


deny Jeſus Chriſt to be the'Mediatour}} 


or ſuch and ſuch Bookrx in the Old and 
New Teſtament to be rhe word of God; 


yea, | 


in matterr of Religion. 47 

yea, or that there in any uſe of the Scri- 

"ON — but we mnft onely depend on 

I Revelations; and herein the Law of 

nature and Nations leaves him : Now 

wel © he in Conſcience thinks, he is bound to 

5 — . af a Rulg to alf others, 

wh i trach; and in von- 

ſcience to oppole allcontrary doctrine, 

4 whac then will become of ſubjects li- 

n*F berty? The word is not made the rule 

to regulate this Rulers Conſciefce,ac- 

cording as we ſay it ſhould; for if that 

were ſo his Rule, there were a remedy 

end way to bring him to the Rule but 

his conſcience, 22 and phan · 

e cafic, touching the Rule that is by this 

Tenent made his Rule, according to 

which he muſt be left freely to act with- 

— _=_ int. — pry 

y following this, if once up, we 

Leave to ſuch of our oppofites ſadly 
and ſeriouſly to conſider of. 


1 The 


The Nature and Power 
The 


— * Power | : 
SYNODS. 


The Second Queſtion. 


a. X be tbe grounds 5 
2 VV uo — — = | 


48 


An(w. In anſwec to this Quettion, we ſhall 
propound to conhderation three Ars 
guments trom en. *nd fre Re- 

| ions. Arguments. 

Argum:n Taken from A& 15. An orderly Af 
ſembly of qualified Church · ne 
( Elders and other Brethren ) in time 
of controverſie and 1 — 
ing weighty maccers igion, 
che Seb ring, diſputing, finrling o . 

and clearing of the truth, ſcam the þ 

th 
A 


Scripture, and eftabliſhing of Peace a- 
monꝑſi the Churches, is ſou nded upon 
Atts 15. 
But a Synod is an orderly &ffembly 
of guglifnd Church. _— ( El. | 
other Breth 


controverhe and — — 
weighey 


of Syniods- 47 
matters of Religion; for the 
[ns puting, out, and 
earing 2 from the Scrip- 
tarq,and eſlabl 2 of peace amongft 
gs Church Ergo, A Synod la foun- 
ES the contradng of thi Arg 
For the con g of this 
ment, theee dittinftions are to be pr 
miſcd, and ſome Obje&ions to be 
ip » bd. The i inin for th der 
Jing of the queſtion ; the other with the 
all; —— to che Objection, for the 
K. of the Text. 
18» |; The necellity of Synod is either — 1 
1 Abſolute, 
3 RefpeRive, . 
- $ynods are not neceſſarj Abſoluie- 


ly, L e. umto tlie b * 


i. e. Unto the we 

Ig chis Synod fone ahings are fir Dl 2 
Exiragedivery, and. 505 
ſome whereof were certainly | 
7. reſt may ſeem to be ſo unto dixert. 


Quality of ſome of che Mem-, 
Apoſti e 


9. 6. a3. 


Skile, v, 38. 5 
3 The manner lhe lr 


AAAS LAIM 


& r 


30 


litically binding, at leaſt as ſome Ex- 
pound the place: 1 


| The Nature aud Power 
their Sentence, as immediat and po- 


4 The Obje upon whom they im- 
poſed the keeping of their Decrees, vip 
abſent Churches, verſ. 23. cbap. 16. ] 
ſome of which were neither called, n 
had ordinary Members, or Meſſen 
there. ob 

Others were Ordinary, ergo Exeny 
plary, as * 

z The publick meeting of Church 
meſſengers, Elders, and other Brethren. 

2 The propounding of matters t 
be _—— 4 * B 

The diſputing of them, v. 7. 
; 4 The jon reſolutions of the qu 
fions, out of, and according to tt 
Scriptures, v. 15, 16. 

5 The declaration and delive 
thereof unto the Churches, to be ac 
cepted of, and kept by them, At 16 
1 | 


MPRA} SD AG © - 


Fg Order in all. "mm $147 291 
The Apofiles were Elders and Mem 
bers of every Church, ergo, here wer 
afſembled Elders and Metſengery of 1 
Churches, ergo, in ſome reſpeſt it n 
be called an univerſall — 


* * . 
Ee 


F Synods. Jt 
Hence look upon what was extra- 
ordinary,ſo it may warrant the great- 
ei Counſel ;' look upon what was or- 
dinary therein, and 1o ic warrants the 
im- ſmalleft Counſel. 

bir In this Synod are to be conſideted Diſtin: 3 


' 6.4] the _ 
, Dorf ,.. Subflantials : Matter and Forme. 
, .\, Circumftantials : Conſtanily, ſuch 


as neceſſarily accompany every 

cem Synod, Occafionally, which ac- 

. company the Synod pro bie & 

irch⸗ nunc (i e.) according to the cir · 

ren cumſtances of this time and this 
's t place, 


That which is commanded as con- 
I tinually binding, 48, 15. is the cic- 
que cumftancials of a Synod, the conſtant 
ti circumftantials, and ſuch occaſionally 
| ag are to edification, pro hie & nuuc, 
ver Theſe two laft diſtinctions rightly ap- 
* ach plicd, may ſatisfie many lighter Obje- 
ions, which we ſhall not therefore 
| trouble the Reader with. 

It intimes of Controverſie, about Argum:2 
lemy Hm 7-4 * of mean, * 2 Taken by 
or | ing together of Apoftles who proportion 
ell knew the truth before they came on to 2% Ge. 
the Synod, and _ of them was great - 

I " 2 


4 cr 


s 
- 
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er than all particular Churches ) was 
netdfall for the reftifying to the ca 
ing * the truth ( e | 
the finding our, teſti to, cat 
on of the truthꝭq if hd out 4 
the Scripture) then the Aﬀembling ro» 
per of Churches by themſelves, or 
y Church-mefſengers (either of web 
is a Synod) to fin Out, te- 
Rifying to, and better carrying on of 
the truth, 1s warrantable out of the 
Scriptures. 

But in ſuch times of controverſie, 
the Aſſembling together of Apoſtles 
( one of whom was greater than all 
particular Churches )for the teſtiſy ing 
to, and better carrying on of the era, 
Js warranted out of the Scripture, 


(Gal. 2. 2. 
* 12 times — anc 
t together of Churches 
by themſelves, or by the Church -mrſ+ 
ſengers ( either of which is a Synod ) 
for the finding out, trfifying to, and 
better carrying on of the truth, is war- 
ranted out of the Scripture. 
Argument procreds from the 
ter to the leſſer, thus; Tf the truth 
q times of weighty controverſies — 
dee 


8 00 oo & = 


ft ww -:£4 mo co  . rc. 


of Synods. 


need of che 


ofthe Aſſembling to · 
— ea, then in like d mes it 
much more need of the Afſem- 


bliog together of Churches. It Apoſtles 
at ſuch times had need of the help of 
other Apoſtles, then Churches in like 
times had need of the help of other 
Churches, 


Such Aſſembl les, the examples where-' 


of are recorded and approved in the 
Scripture, are warranted out of the 
Scriptures, 


33 


But the orderly Aſſembly of the qua- Argum: 3 


liked people of God, for the confider- 
ing of matters of Religion, in times of 
weighty controverfies, are ſuch Aſſem - 
blies,the whereof are record- 
ed, d com in the Scriptures, erg. 
The orderly Aſſembly of qualified per- 
ſons for the conſideting of matters of 
Religion, in times of weighty contro- 
verſies, Is warranted out of the Script: 


Ezre 7. 14. Ezra inquires of the Minor 
Lord (ideft ) conſults of che worſhip FO 


of God. 1 Chron. 13. 2. David conſults 


with the Congregation concerning the 
carrying of the Ark to ics place. 2 Chr. 
. 2. Heackjah had taken Counſel of 


30 
all his Princes, * the Congregati- 


" on 
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on in Jery to the Paffeover 
in the —— The approved 
examples of the godly, of imitable and 
uſefull nature in practical caſes, is a 
rule unto us. 

When the cauſe of a Synod remains, 


From the there opportunity being had, the war- 
Cauſes. 


rantable uſe of Synods remaines. But 
under the Goſpel the cauſes of Synods 
remaine, er 

Under the Goſpel the uſe of Synods 
is warrantable. 

The Cauſes of Synods are either pre- 
veating, removing of, or recovering 
from errors and diviſions or provi · 
ding for, preſerving ot, or reſtoring of 
truth and peace in matters of Reli · 
gion. 


Where there is uſe of the Ends of Sy- 


From the nods, namely to clear and declare the 
_ y truth from ſeripture, in times of weigh · 


ty controver ſie, there the uſe of Sy nod 
is warrantable. 

But under the Goſpel there'is uſe of 
the end of Synods, namely to cltarand 
declare the truth from Scripture, in 
times of weighty controverſie, ergo. 

Under the Goſpel the uſe of Synods 
is warrantable. 

d4 Pre- 


, 2. 2. 


F Synods. 

of knowledge, con- 
cerning Church matters, is in the dy- 
nod * hence the queſtion is aris'd to the 


Church Authority is onely placed 
in the Churches; hence the cauſe re- mag 
maines wich che particular Churches. 7, 
T bat which is the greateſt excernall Reaſen 3 
means of the Union of Churches, in From the 
one judgement, and conſequently an Comma- 
_ help to preſerve communion Che - 
of particular Churches, is of warrant» 
able uſe, 
Zut a Synod is the greateſt externall 
means to Unite Churches in onejudge- 
ment, by confersing apprehenſions for 
the concurring in the ſame Stnrence : 
ergo, a Synod is of warrantable uſe, 

That without which particular Reaſon 
Churches in divers of their Adminiſtra- From the 
tions are in er to run in vaine, is Efficacy of 
of — : | Chucch- 

But without the approbation of o- — 
ther Churches for the end whereof Sy- 
nods are an efpeciall means, particular 
Churches are in divers of their Admi- 
niſtrations in danger to run in vaine, 
from the example of the Apoſtles, Gal. 


Ergo, 


$6 


Res ſon 5 
From the 
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Ergo, Synods are of warrattedle / 
uſe. 


If the weighty Tranſactions of each 


particular Church ate ſuch (and fo | 


Nature of concerning particular Neighbourin 


Church: 
marrers. 


Churches) as that it is meet that all 

ting Churches ſhould be ac- 

ted and coniulted wich cherea- 

bout, and Synods be che ſitteſt means 

for that end ; tn Sy nods be of war + 
rantable uſe : 

But che weighty Tranſa&ions of all 
particular Churches re ſuch (and ſo 
concerning all particular Neighbour - 
—— ) — ie is meet that 
all neighbouring Churches be acquain · 
ted and conſulted with — 
and Sy nods be the ſitteſt means to that 
on. ergo, Synods are of warrantable 


Sued tangit amnes, ſpeddlat ad onnezs. 
The Cognizance of chat belongs x0 


all, whoſe praQice concerns all. 


Obje8ions againſt the urging of that 
Synod, As 15. as an exemple 
warraming our ordinary 
STNO PDS. 


Obje&. 1. Paul and Barnaby, and the 
other 


A 
_ thac 


of $ynods. 
other Brethren feat by the Church of 
were ſent unto the Elders and 
poftles, verſ. a. but we doe not read 
the Churches were ſent unto, 
_ in ordinary Synods order calls 


Rep. 1. it be not in ſo ma · 
ny words expreſſed that the Churches 
were ſent unto, yet it cannot be deny - 
ed but they might be ſent unto impli- 
citely, though nor explicicely. 

2 "Tis not to be doubced, but chat 
the Chur ch of Antioch, and the Church 
of Jeruſalem, walked by the ſame rule: 
As therefore Paul and Barnaber went 
not to this Aſſembly without the cog- 
nizince of the Church of Antioch, 
we may well chink the Apoſtles and El- 
ders at Jeruſalem came not to this As- 
fembly without the cognizance of the 
Church of peru ſalem. 

3 Contidering the extraordinary 
power ofthe Apoſiles : It is a ſuffici- 


ent acknowledgment of the liberty of 


Churches, chat they had orderly and 
Cn the — 
preſent at it, and were jo toget 

wich che Apoffler in 2 concluſions 
of itz 8 
| ext, 
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Text, either in expreſſe words, orjuft 
Conſequence from thence, verſe 4. 
22, 23. 
Objed. 2. Our Synods: confi 

onely of ſuch Members as are — 

gers of Churches, ſeem not to be ex · 
em — by that, Ad 15. becauſe that 
Aſl. mbly was conſtituted not of Meſ- 
ſengers of the Church of Antioch , and 
the whole Fraternity of the Church 
of Jeruſalem. 

Reſp. 1. It's not to be doubted but 
the Apoſttes. and Elders were preſent, 
according} co the deſire af the Church 
of Jeruſalem , and ſa: Were as Meſſen- 

ers. 

2*Tis all one — this point, whe- 
ther a Church be preſent by the Fra- 
ternĩty ir ſelſe, or by their Meſſengers: 
If conveniency of the place, and tranſ- 
action of affaires will permit, cis at 
the choyee of the Fraternity to be pre- 
ſent immediately, or to ſend their Meſ- 

ert. 

3 What the Fraternity of Jeruſalem 
did here, the like may the Fraternic 
of any Church in like caſes doe with 
us ; as the Church of Cambridge ( for 
inſtance ) now if they pleaſe. 
| 4 Where 


of '$ynods. 

4 Where the Fraternity is preſens 
formally, there the Meſſengers are pre- 
ſent virtually. 
z In ſuch caſes where the preſence 
of the Fraternity immediaccly,or ſend- 
ing of Meſſengers are occaſionall cir- 
dumſſances (of which before) *cis in 
the liberty of the Fraternity to doe as 
they judge moſf ſor their Ediſication. 

Objed. 3. The judgement of che que- 


flion in our Synods or Aſſembl ies, or - 


dinarily proceeds joyntly from the 
Meſſengers of all Churches; at leaſt the 
major part of them. But the judgemens 
concerning matters agitated in chat 
Synod, A; 15. ſeems to proceed from 
one part thereof onely, namely the 
Church of Jeruſalem, as appears by the 
Letters ſent from thence, not mentio- 
ning any part of that judgement, as 
proceeding from the Church Meſſen- 
gers of Antioch. 
Ref. 1. We may diſtinguiſh between 
the Synods paſſing for ad of judge- 
ment upon the Queſtion diſcuſſed, and 
the ſending of that judgemenc paſſed 
by — 2 That the par of 
Chur Antioch did judge joyne- 
ly with the Church of Feruſalem, con- 
| cern · 


«A 
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the matters agitated in that 
Synod, appears thus: In 
diſcharge of the duty of the Churght- 
meſſenge rs in a Synod where there ls a 
concurrence of ability, right, and duty, 
to paſſe an actuall judgement, as de- 
clarative to the truth, there was an as 
Quall judgement, 
But ſuch was the caſe in this Sy- 


nod, ergo. 

The Reaſon why the judgement of 
the Church of Jeruſalem, and not of 
the Meflengers of the Church of A · 
oc, is oncly made mention of in the 
letter, might be, becauſe the; 
of the Church- Me of 4 
us already known to the Church; 
had they any doubt ofcheir Meflengers 
concurrence with the Church of Je» 
in ſalem in che preſent Conclufiopsz if 
chere were any doubt in that e ſpcd, 
ay were perſonally preſant to ſatis: 

2 | 


® Becauſe the contrary minded had 

whcady Ggnibedcheirmon acquidcance 

me not efFting, either in the judgemeng 

of the Chucch of Aatiach, or their Mei · 

ia che delinery of che Degracy 

of the Synod:unto Churches, tha apt 
pear 
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F nod. 

prags 80k any cauſe out of che Text, ca 

| the delivery ofthe ſame, as the 
nt judgement of them all, but the 

ntrary. 

Object. . A party may not be a judge. 

Paul and Barnabas were parties ia this 

bulinefſe, 485 15. erge. 

Reſp. 1. Paul and Barnabas here are 
not properly partise, in chat they act 
not the ir oune cafe, but the caſc of the 
5 — — on — — 

2 they be ſuppoſed to 
ties, —_— univerſally — 
party may not be a Judge. 

1 In caſe the party offended be 


j» ſociety, or {ame public perſon o 


quivalene. 

| 

2 In caſe the party in ſuch acts of 
judgement, be freed from error; which 
was the preſent condition of the Apo- 


| Her,guided in their adminiftcations by 


an infallible ſpirir, 
Object. 5. This Synod, 4s 15. fo 
ſpeaketh, as having power to lay che 


* $94 burthen upon che Churches, v. 
which our ordinary Synods ſeem 
not to have power to doe. 


may 


— 


xe? 
truth of God ( cleared and declared by — h 


call it 
— 


Reſp. The notion or tearm{ burtben] L. 


The Nature and Power 


may be taken politically c i e.) ert 

truth impoſed by virtue of PA. 
power and Authority : this thougii i 
Apoftles as Apoſtles might doe, — 
they did ſo in this place ( whi 

rather conceive not) it was — 
— and Conſequently not Exem- 

a 

Fo: Or the word Burtben, may be taken 
for the charging of the Church to res 
ceive and yield Obedience in the Lord 
unto the truth, diſcuſſed, cleared, and 


orderly commanded to them: In which 


4 


232 


— 


ſenſe if we take it here according as itt 


taken in divers places elſwhere, Pg 
1. & 21, 1. Rev. 2. 24 . then the file or 


manner of ſpeaking is — 1 


- 
* 
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The. Naa Power 
—— to ſpeak of ſuch a place whege- 
ates walk coge- 
cher —— reſet ving Eccleiiaſtitall 
abel — —.— . Magi- 

n 
ſick, or che Magi is wanting in 
bis:ducy 3 ap alia tril power to the 
Ohfiſtian Magiwate where che Chur- 
pe CITE duty. 
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of a wultitude together ( which 285 
—.— Aﬀembly preſuppoſeth) is a 

Civil act, and — cannot in good 
policy be . the conſent 


4 eng ( though = 
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efſentlall ) requifites to the being of « 
Sod 13 


| 7 to defe nd them, 
aſſiſtance of the 
rate , A y May ipeex, and 
— the matters of the * in 
faſety and qule mei. 
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15. Where the Synod meets, and iis, 
E the calf of Civil Auchorky ; 


The Name apd Power 
any conſent oſ the 


= 
* zar Ywptiaite 1, N ©bur- 
s. We An bos 

* Ae 1 1 in- 


ot t Ec- 
e e u b bet 
fafticall manner th attaiue Heir Ec- 
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The en in 15 5 
- Churches re 
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„ Mt 
1 ay proceed to 
— — for the 


— Abet a Synod wretes for, 
namely, toconfidenof, and clear 
"the truth from the $criptures, i in 
weghty matters of Reli 
But ſuob an Aſſembly — 
gubered without the conſent of 
the Churches, is not pr monary 
that which is uſually un 

* by a Synod, for though it bein 
the power of the Magiſtrate to 
Cull, yet it is not in his power 
1o-Goaſtiture a Synod, without 
"at leaſt the 1 imp cite conſent, of 
— rag : e _ 


' Meſleng 
»fappolt on e Ms 
ically 7 implioite cap- 
ſent . e are eſſen- 
tiall to a Synod. 


| aſe may the hf ng 
Al Lox book * 14 
be Magiſtrate ? 


” 932 The Nature and Power 
L af; ere — 
irh R ' 
duty z juſt cauſe, providence, þ, 
Prugence concurring - The» 
"Chrches may buth Call and 
=Ovtſtitute a Synod 2 The Rea- 
for why the Churches can Con · 
mute a Synod without the con- 
dn Mogiſtrate, although. 
r con ſtitute 
without the chunt off 
"the Churches is becauſe the eſ - 
ſentialls of 2 ' Synog;) | 
with ſuch other eau 
tothe being ( 
amdch to- the 
churches! ak n 
foll = 
Cauſes thereof: 


z 
orderly and — 
of 2000 ſeveral! | 


the Power of pa 8 
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2 N OD'S, Hd] 
- 5+: are: concerning 
| the Magiftrace 3) Tb Power] 
are divers, yet in r of ex 
erciſe they ouglu no to»be di 
vers, nor divided on one fron 


| ' of Synods. 
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